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Welcome to the Gospel of John 

I love John’s Gospel. It tells the story of Jesus in a way that is 

different from the other gospels. Richard Burridge wrote a great little 

book called ‘Four Gospels: One Jesus’ that compared the gospels to 

different portraits of the same subject. I’ve always found that helpful in 

thinking about how to read the gospels. It really is worth taking John on 

his own terms. As we do, we’ll discover it is unique and for good reason 

has been influential in understanding who Jesus is.  

  

By reading John we’ll learn that Jesus is the Son of God sent by the 

Father into the world to give eternal life to all who believe in him. As the 

Son returns to the Father he sends the Spirit to his disciples and sends his 

disciples into the world. The scale of John is cosmic - he begins not with 

the stable but ‘before the beginning’ of the creation with the Word of God.  

The Gospel of John was written by the apostle John, the son of Zebedee. He 

was a Palestinian Jew, a member of Jesus’ inner circle of disciples. He 

probably wrote between 70AD (when Jerusalem was besieged by the 

Romans and the temple destroyed) and 100AD (the approximate end of 

John’s lifetime.) He probably wrote it in Ephesus. There are clues in the 

gospel that he has a mixed and dispersed Jewish and Gentile audience in 

mind. There are plenty of Jewish feasts and festivals but he also explains 

them to people who are unaware of their significance. The gospel goes out 

about two generations after the death and resurrection of Jesus.  

 

John tells us his purpose in writing:  

 

“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book, but these are written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name”  

(John 20.30-31).  
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This purpose statement is important and we will return to it 

throughout these studies. For now notice 3 things: 

1. John records signs that Jesus did, 

2. these signs are reasons for belief that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God 

3. those that have this belief have life in the name of Jesus. 

Signs, belief, life - we’ll track how these come up through the gospel.  

  

This purpose statement shows us John is not writing from a 

neutral objective viewpoint. Instead he is writing to persuade people to 

believe in Jesus. Does that invalidate his witness? Not at all! How could 

you be a witness to the resurrected Jesus and possibly write about that in 

a neutral way? John wants people to come to have eternal life and no 

longer be under the judgement of God. It is much better that this agenda is 

clear. We can’t read this like we might read another piece of literature in a 

book club. Consider for instance the most famous verse in John and the 

verses that immediately follow (John 3.16-18) 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did 

not send his Son into the world to condemn the world but to save the world 

through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does 

not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the 

name of God’s one and only Son.”  

 

There is no fence to sit on here - we are either under judgement 

and perishing or believing in the Son and enjoying life (notice also the link 

of belief and life). The stakes have never been bigger as you read this 

gospel. Please pray for yourself, your household, your connect group, and 

the church as we read these studies. Ask that God will bless and help you 

as you engage in this study. 

      Michael Kellahan 

Robin Vonk 

May 2013 
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In The Beginning: 

John 1:1-12:50 

1. What is the most amazing 
thing you have ever seen? 

Read 1:1-18. 

 

From the very first sentence John proclaims that Jesus is the eternal, 

pre-existent, Word, the one of a kind Son of God the Father, the Son who is 

himself God. Yet this eternal Word has now become flesh in history. In this 

opening statement John introduces many of the themes developed in the 

Gospel: the sending of the Son into the world, Jesus as the light who gives 

life, witnesses and testimony, belief and unbelief, rejection by God’s 

people and the world, and true knowledge of the Father. This introduction 

helps to ‘frame’ our thinking - so that we will want to read the rest with 

our minds thinking in the right direction. As we read through John over 

the coming weeks you might want to occasionally return to these verses 

to check if your reading is still on track. Don’t be put off if it seems like 

there is a lot in this week’s study - it will make more sense as we keep 

reading through the Gospel.   

 

2. What is strange about what John tells us about ‘the Word’ in 
verses 1 & 2? 

‘In the beginning’ echoes Genesis 1.1 but means something different. In 
Genesis 1.1 the beginning is the event of creation. But in verses 1 and 2 we 
go back to ‘before the beginning’, to how things have been from all 
eternity. 
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3. How does the Word relate to God? (verses 1&2)  

4. How does the Word relate to creation (verses 3 & 5)  

5. Notice the footnote in verse 5 ‘understood’ means both ‘grasp to 
understand’ and ‘grasp to overcome’ So the darkness can’t 
understand the Word nor overcome him. What sense of danger is 
introduced here?  

6. Notice in verse 6, the John referred to is John the Baptist, not John 
the author of the gospel. What is John the Baptist’s role?  

7. ‘The World’ in verses 10 & 11 is the world of human beings 
without God. What does it mean that the world ‘did not recognise 
him’? Who are ‘his own’ in verse 11?  

8. How would you use verses 12 & 13 to explain to a friend what real 
Christian belief is and what happens when someone really 
believes like this?  

9. In verse 18 what is the problem with our ideas about God? Why is 
Jesus alone able to make God known?  

Pray that as you read John’s Gospel you will see and know the Father 
intimately through Jesus, his Son.  
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The First 

Witnesses     

John 1:19-51 

1. Divide into pairs. 
Tell your partner how you 

came to faith in Christ OR Explain the reasons why you don’t 
believe. Then give your partner five minutes to tell you. In this 
passage we see some people beginning to follow Jesus.  

Read John 1:19-51 

2. This passage is all about the witness to Jesus. What connections do 
you see with the opening statement in 1.1-18?  

 

3. Which three people does John say he isn’t? (see Malachi 4.5-6, 
Deuteronomy 18.15-16, & 34.10-12)  

4. Who does John say he is? (see Isaiah 40.1-5) Who is the ‘voice’ of 
Isaiah 40.3 expecting to come to visit his people? Whose glory will 
be revealed when he comes? (remember that the LORD when 
capitalised in the Old Testament means Yahweh, God himself).  
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5. Why does John describe Jesus as ‘the Lamb of God’? How can a 
lamb take away sin? (see Isaiah 53.7 & Exodus 12)  

 

6. What is John’s witness to Jesus? (v34)  

 

7. How does the band of disciples grow? How do the ideas of witness 
and testimony continue through verses 35-51?  

 

8. In verses 51 there is a strange reference to angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man. Read Genesis 28.10-
17. Notice how Jacob calls the place ‘the gate of heaven’ What does 
this suggest about Jesus who is the ladder between earth and 
heaven? How does he fulfill the vision that Jacob had?  

9. Pray for our ongoing witness to Jesus in 2013. Can you think of 
people who spoke to you about Jesus and following him?   



Page 10  CONNECT group: John Studies – Term Two and Three 2013

Something 

Old 

Something 

New                    

John 2 

Your group might want to enjoy this study with a couple of bottles of 

really good wine(!) 

 

1. Tell us about the best party or wedding you have ever been to? 

In this chapter we see Jesus making the old Jewish rituals new - 

inadequate water for purification becomes overflowing wine, and corrupt 

temple worship becomes resurrection faith.  

Read 2:1-11 

 

2. At 2.11 we are told the changing of water to wine is the first of 
Jesus’ ‘signs’ (the addition of ‘miraculous’ in the New International 
Version is not there in the original.) A ‘sign’ is like a signpost - it 
points to something. Look again at John 20.30-31. What do the 
signs John records point to?  

3. What is the problem Mary wants Jesus to fix?  

 

4. What was the water used for? (v6)  
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Given this symbolism, running out of water is more than just a catering 

problem. It points to the inadequacy of religion to make people clean. 

 

5. Read verses 8-11 How is the wine described?  

 

6. How does this sign point to the glory of Jesus?  (see verse 11 & 
notice there the links between sign & belief)  

 

7. How is Jesus better than religion?  

Read verses 12-25 

 

8. Why is Jesus upset by what he sees in the temple? (see Psalm 69.1-
10).  Can you spot the irony in the request of verse 18? What are 
the two responses to Jesus teaching?  

9. What connections can you see between the turning of water into 
wine & the cleansing of the temple?  

10. In what contemporary ways can we find ourselves caught up with 
external traditional religion instead of the new thing Jesus is 
bringing? 
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Jesus: The Chief 

Witness                    

John 3 

1. What reasons do people give for 
ignoring and rejecting Jesus?  

 

Read John 3.1-10  

2. What might make you think Nicodemus, of all people, would be 
accepted by God?  

 

3. What does Jesus say must happen for anyone to enter the kingdom 
of God?  

In verse 10 Jesus says Nicodemus ought to know about being born of the 

Spirit because he is a bible teacher who knows the promises of the Old 

Testament. Read Ezekiel 36.25-27 for an example of these promises.  

 

4. What does ‘born again’ mean in our society? What does Jesus 
mean by being born again? 

Read John 3.10-18  

Jesus can speak of ‘heavenly things’(v12) like the Spirit because he came 

from heaven (v11,13). But Nicodemus can’t even understand everyday 

pictures (‘earthly things’ v12). Remember what the Opening Statement 
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said about this in 1.18. Nicodemus has a massive problem - he can’t 

recognise God’s kingdom and God’s king doesn’t look like what he (or we ) 

might expect.  

 

5. Why does everyone who believe in Jesus (and no one else) have 
eternal life? (v15)  

6. We might expect a king to be exalted - ‘lifted up’. And God’s king 
will be. But what will that look like for Jesus? (see John 12.32-33).  

7. If you have time, look at Numbers 21.6-9 to see the Old Testament 
background to verse 14. How are God’s people saved?  

 

Read John 3.19-21  

8. Think about light and dark. Nicodemus comes by night and asks 
‘Why can’t I see?’ What is Nicodemus’ real problem?  

 

9. Why do we need the testimony of Jesus?  

 

10. What are the implications of the passage for our evangelism? 
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The Testimony of a 

Tainted Woman                    

John 4 

1. Tell us about a time when you have 
been really really thirsty. 

Read John 4:1-26 

2. What might make you think this woman would not be accepted by 
God?  

3. Compare and contrast the Samaritan woman of Chapter 4 with 
Nicodemus. 

Samaria is between Judea and Galilee. Samaritans and Jews were 

historically enemies. Samaritans were of a mixed race and muddled 

religion, descendants of the various peoples settled in the Northern 

Kingdom of Israel by the conquering Assyrian empire. The religion was 

half-Jewish but had a rival temple.  

 

4. Why is the woman surprised when Jesus offers her a drink?  

5. How does Jesus explain his offer of a drink in verses 13-14? 
(Living water is flowing water which can clean by washing and 
give life through drinking) Look at Chapter 7.37-39 What is the 
reality that Jesus pictures as ‘living water’?  
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6. How does the request for her to call her husband (v16) expose her 
deep and desperate need for a saviour? What does it show us 
about the woman? What does it show us about Jesus?  

7. Who are true worshipers of God according to Jesus?  

8. What surprises you about Jesus’ self-revelation of himself as the 
Messiah (or Christ) in verse 26?  

9. Why does the woman testify to Jesus?  

10. Whose voice do the Samaritans listen to at first, and whose voice 
do they now hear?  

11. How do Chapters 3 & 4 help us understand John 1.11-14? How is 
their conversion a foretaste of the growth of God’s kingdom since? 

12. How do you worship God today? 
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Judging Jesus                    

John 5 

Read John 5.1-15.  

 

1. Where is verse 4? 
Some verses in English 

translation which may not be in the original and earliest texts are 
included in the footnotes. Does this make the bible more or less 
reliable?  

 

2. When Jesus arrives how long does the man have to wait for 
healing?  

3. Can we use this passage to say we are promised immediate 
healing now? Why/Why not? 

What small detail does John slip into verse 9 that drives the rest of the 

action in the chapter?  

 

 

 

Read John 5:16-22 

4. How does Jesus defend himself against charges that he has broken 
the law by healing on the Sabbath? (v17) How do the Jews respond 
to this defence? (v18)  
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5. What do verses 16-20 show us about the way the Father and Son 
relate?  

6. What two things does Jesus do on earth as God’s representative? 
In John’s gospel where do you see Jesus doing these things?  

7. Where is the evidence for Jesus claims? (see v31-47) In John’s 
gospel the word for witness or testimony comes up 35 times. 
Witness testimony is the main way to discover the truth in a trial.  

8. What witness did John the Baptist give?  

9. How do the works Jesus do testify to him? (v36, 20.30-31)  

10. Why does Jesus say the witness of the Father won’t be accepted? 
(v37-40)    

11. As Christians we love studying the Bible. Read 5:39 again. What is 
the danger for us? What can we do about it? 
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Believe in the 

one God has 

sent                    

John 6 

1. Tell us about your 
favourite picnic experience. 

What did you eat? Where was it? Who were you with? 

Read John 6:1-15 

The Passover feast is near (6.4). This festival recalled how God through 

Moses freed his people from slavery in Egypt. Two of Moses’ many 

miracles were walking through the parted sea (v14) and miraculously 

feeding the people bread in the wilderness for 40 years. (Exodus 16.35, 

16.4-18)  

 

2. Compare John 6.1-13 with Exodus 16.4-18. How does Jesus’ action 
echo the miracle of the manna in the desert?  

3. Why didn’t Jesus want them to ‘make him king by force’ (6.15)? 
After all, he was Israel’s rightful king.  

Read verses 16-24  

4. Compare the disciples response to this miracle (19-21) with the 
crowd’s response to the feeding (14-15). How are they different?  
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Read 25-34.  

5. In what ways is verse 29 a summary of the whole gospel?  

6. What does the crowd ask for?  

7. What does Jesus offer instead?  

8. What is it that truly satisfies us eternally? How is that received?  

9. What’s wrong with wanting bread?  

10. The crowds ask for bread in verse 31 with a quote from the Bible. 
Can you think of examples of people today dressing up selfish 
desires with pious language?  

Tim Chester writes about this passage: “God gives us many good things. 

But when those things matter to us more than God, God will not become 

complicit in our idolatry. God will not fulfil our idolatrous desires because 

he wants us to desire him above all things. And this is what’s best for us 

because only God himself brings eternal joy”. 
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Make right 

judgments about 

Jesus                               

John 7 

 

In his famous essay ‘God in the dock’ C.S. Lewis says one of the 

challenges of communicating Christian faith today is that many modern 

people have no sense of guilt: ‘The ancient man approached God (or even 

the gods) as the accused person approaches his judge. For the modern 

man the roles are reversed. He is the judge, God is in the dock.’ In John 

Chapter 7 the people of Jerusalem debate the evidence for and against 

Jesus and come to wildly different conclusions . Is he good or deceptive? 

Should he be believed in or lynched? 

 

Read 7:1-44 

1. Why does Jesus act in secret at the beginning of the Festival? (7.1-
10)  

2. What is the significance of the crowd’s failure to understand 
where Jesus gets such learning (v15), where he comes from (v25-
27) and where he is going (v35-36)? Think about the connection 
with John 1.18.  

3. How does Jesus say you can know his teaching is from the Father 
in verse 17? Is this a surprising thing for him to say? Why do you 
think only a life lined up with God’s will can really understand the 
authority of Jesus’ teaching? (Hint - look at verse 18 - it has to do 
with motives. Jesus motives were not for his own glory. If our 
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motives are for God’s will then we should recognise the truth of 
Jesus’ teaching) 

4. Look at verses 28-29. What does Jesus say about ‘knowing’ the 
Father?  

5. Who is Jesus going to? (v33-34) Why is it a terrible thing when 
Jesus says ‘where I am you cannot come’?  

Read the start of verse 37.  

6. Read what Jesus says in v37-38 Who is invited? What are they 
invited to? What are they promised?  

7. Now read John’s explanation in v39 - what is the connection 
between Jesus and the Spirit (you might want to look back to 1.32-
33, 3.3-8, 4.13-14, 6.63) 

Read 7:45-52 

8. Why does the claim to give the Spirit of God to people lead to fresh 
speculation about Jesus’ identity? (see 40-44) How do you account 
for the different responses to Jesus in v45-52?  

9. To follow Jesus means losing the world’s approval. Nicodemus was 
sneered at. What would it mean for you to stand openly against 
the world’s sneers? 
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Jesus’ testimony                               

John 8:13-59 

1. Tell us about a time when you saw 
the sun come up at dawn? 

Jesus is still at the Festival of the 

Tabernacles on its final day. He is in the 

Temple Court where huge lamps were lit. 

Josephus describes how all of Jerusalem was lit by these enormous lamps. 

People would converge on the temple carrying burning torches. It is into 

this setting that Jesus comes and says he is ‘the light of the world’ (8.12) 

 

2. What do you think Jesus is saying about himself with this 
announcement in 8.12 at this time and place?  

Read 8: 13-18  

3. How many times do words like ‘testimony’ ‘judgement’ ‘testify’ 
and ‘witness’ appear? What evidence does Jesus give that he is a 
truthful witness?  

4. If you know Jesus by faith then do you know God the Father? (see 
verse 19)  

Read v21-24  

5. How many times does Jesus tell them they will die in their sin or 
sins? How can people be transferred from belonging to ‘the world 
below’ to belonging ‘above’?  
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Read verses 25-30  

6. What does Jesus mean by being ‘lifted up’ (see also 12.32-33)? 

Read verses 31-38  

7. What might be the modern equivalents of resting your assurance 
on being descended from Abraham? 

8. What does Jesus promise to do with our sin?  

9. How would you answer someone who say they love God but don’t 
see the need for being so narrow and particular in insisting in faith 
on Jesus?  

Read v48-59  

10. The words ‘I am’ echo God’s name in Exodus 3.14. What is Jesus 
claiming? Why do they want to stone him?  

11. How would you respond to someone who said that Jesus was just 
a wise teacher who never claimed divinity? 
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A man born blind                               

John 9 

 

Read 9:1-34 

1. What do the disciples assume about 
the cause of the man’s blindness? How might 
Jesus’ answer in v3 surprise them?  

2. Look at verse 4-5 What is the day and night that Jesus refers to?  

3. Why do the neighbours ask the questions they do in verses 8-12?  

4. How does verse 14 add an ominous note to the questioning of the 
man by the Pharisees ? (see also 5.9) 

5. How does the understanding of Jesus’ identity by the man born 
blind develop through the story?  

6. How does the response of the parents make you feel? (v20-23)  

7. What is the significance of verse 29? (think again of John 1.1-18)  
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8. Think about v34. Why would they say he was steeped in sin at 
birth? (remember the disciples assumption in verse 2). If this 
assumption was right (& Jesus says it isn’t) then wouldn’t his 
healing show that his sin had been dealt with?  

Read 9:35-41 

9. When does the man first see Jesus? (see verse 37)  

10. What is the meaning of the twist in the end of the story v 41? What 
makes the Pharisees so guilty?  

11. How is this man a model of what it means to believe in Jesus? 
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The Good Shepherd                               

John 10 

 

1. Tell us about a time you saw sheep.  

So far in John we have seen those most hostile to 
Jesus were the religious leaders. In this chapter 

we see the stakes raised by Jesus about who is the true leader of 
God’s people. In 10:1-5 Jesus gives a description of a sheep fold 
which keeps several flocks safe overnight. In the morning the 
shepherds come in and call their sheep out.  

Read 10:1-21 

2. How do the sheep know their particular shepherd? (look for the 
same word in verses 3,4 and 5 - it is very emphatic)  

3. Now read v6 again and look for the irony 

4. In verses 7-9 the image shifts to Jesus as the true gate that people 
must come through. What motivates the thief? Look at Ezekiel 34 
where Israel’s leaders are prophetically condemned as bad 
shepherds.  

5. What does the good shepherd do? (v11)  
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6. How does Jesus explain his love for his sheep in verse 15?  

7. Who are the ‘other sheep’ in verse 16?  

8. What has the Father commanded and given Jesus power to do? 
(17-18)  

9. What reason does Jesus give for unbelief? v26 If some people are 
‘Jesus’ sheep’ and others are not, what is the point of telling people 
the gospel?  

10. How safe are you if you do believe? (see 27-30) When do you feel 
your faith is most fragile? How does this chapter help comfort us 
in the middle of trouble?  
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 “Will Never Die”                               

John 11 

You could start this study by 
watching Johnny Cash Ain’t no 
grave on Youtube: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0MIFHLIzZY  

Read John 11:1-43 

1. Has someone close to you died? These verses will probably be 
read at your funeral. Do you believe them?   

2. If Jesus loves Lazarus so much why does he delay (11:6)?  

3. Why don’t the disciples want to go back to Judea? 

4. What hope does Martha have? (v21-24)  

5. How does Jesus focus resurrection hope on himself?  

6. What do we learn from Jesus’ tears? Why do you think he weeps?  

7. Look back at John 5.19 & 25. Where does Jesus’ authority to raise 
the dead come from?  
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8. How are the raising of Lazarus and the plot to kill Jesus connected 
in 11.45-12.11? 

9. Does your faith involve believing in life after death? in trusting 
Jesus in the face of death? of confidence in Jesus even with death?  

10. How should Christians grieve when people whom they love die? 
Do you think we often sit and grieve long enough? 
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 Jesus and the 

judgment of the 

world                               

John 12 

This chapter marks the end of Jesus’ 
public ministry to Israel, his ‘coming into 
the world’.  There are no more ‘signs’ 
named by John until his resurrection. 

From 12.36 Jesus will not appear publicly until his arrest. Tragically, 
the judgement of the Jews against Jesus will turn out to be the basis of 
his judgement against them.  

Read John 12:12-43 

1. Imagine yourself in Jerusalem during the events described in 
verses 12-19. How would you feel? What do you think the crowd 
expects?  

2. Why does John mention the Greeks wanting to see Jesus? Why doesn’t 
Jesus go to them? Why does Jesus give such a strange response? (v23-
28) 

3. What happens when Jesus is lifted up? (v32)  

4. What does Jesus mean when he says the light will be with them for 
only a little while (v35ff)?  



 CONNECT group: John Studies – Term Two and Three 2013  Page 31

5. How do the quotations from Isaiah help us understand why the people 
of God don’t believe the one God has sent to them? (these verses are 
used in a similar way in Matt 13, Mark 4, Luke 8 and Acts 28).  

6. How can fear of what people may think hold some back from belief? 
(9.22, 12.42) 

Read 12:44-50  

7. What themes do you see restated in these verses that have 
occurred through the first 12 chapters of John? 
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 You will be clean                               

John 13:1-30 

Read 13:1 

1. What big change takes place 
in v1? In John 13-17 what do you 
think Jesus is preparing his 

disciples for?  

2. From verse 1 how does he feel about his disciples? How does he 
feel about you?  

Read 13:2-5.  

3. What does Jesus know about himself? Why does this knowledge 
prompt him to wash feet?  

4. The footwashing is a picture of a deeper cleansing that his death will 
give his followers. The disciples don’t understand this but will later 
(v7). Why do you think Peter initially didn’t want Jesus to wash his 
feet?  How can pride make us feel that we don’t need to be washed by 
Jesus 

5. How can you know if you have been ‘washed clean’ by Jesus?  

Read 13:6-30 

6. From the passage are you able to prove the following statements: 
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a. Jesus death is necessary to be cleansed from sin 

b. Jesus death is sufficient to cleanse from sin 

c. Jesus death is a model of how to serve others   

7. What is the challenge in this passage for you?  

8.  How terrible is it when you are betrayed? Read Psalm 49 especially 
verses 4-9 to see King David’s feelings when he is betrayed by traitors. 
This experience of treason is fulfilled when Judas betrays Jesus.  

9. If Jesus had not armed them as he did in verse 19 what might the 
disciples have thought when betrayal came?  

10.  Have there been times when you’ve seen disloyalty to Jesus from 
church leaders? How might this passage help you understand that?  

11. Why does John say ‘and it was night’ in verse 30?  
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 You wont be 

orphans                               

John 13:31-

14:31 

Jesus is leaving his children, first when he dies, and then after his 

resurrection appearances, when he finally ascends into heaven. In these 

chapters Jesus is preparing his followers for life without being able to see 

him face to face, but being confident of his love for them. There is 

assurance that it is better that he goes, that this is part of a glorious plan.  

 

Read 13:31-38 

1. How is the ‘glory’ of God seen at the cross? (v31-32) How is the 
character of God seen in the cross?  

2. What commandment does Jesus give to show his children how to 
behave when he is not physically present? Why is loving other 
Christians ‘as Jesus loved us’ the real public marker of genuine 
discipleship? What does that look like in practice?  

Read 14:1-15 

3. ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled’ (14.1) Think of the original 
setting - why might their hearts be troubled? What comfort does 
Jesus give them in verses 2-4?  

4. Think of what we have learnt about Jesus’ origins since 1.1-18, 
why is it such incredibly good news that the followers of Jesus will 
go to be where he is going?  
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5. How does Jesus ‘go’ to the place in verse 3? Is this ‘going’  the way 
he ‘prepares a place’?  

6. How would you respond to someone who says Jesus’ claim in 14.6 
is very narrow and exclusive?  

7. In verse 9, what does Jesus mean? How can we know the Father? 
(remember 1.18)  

Read 14:16-31 

8. The word for ‘counsellor’ in verse 16 could also be translated 
‘advocate’ - it is drawn from the language of the courtroom. Why 
does it say ‘another’ counsellor? What does that teach us about the 
relationship of the Son and the Spirit?  

9.  Why might Jesus followers feel like ‘orphans’ without the Spirit? 
(v18) Who does Jesus send the Spirit to? What will the Spirit do? 

10. How do verses 28-29 help explain the whole chapter?  

11. Why does the world need to know about Jesus’ love for and 
obedience of the Father? (v31) Where is Jesus’ love and obedience 
of the Father about to be most proved?  
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 You will be my hated 

witnesses                 

John 15:1-16:33 

Jesus uses the image of the vine to 

describe his relationship with his disciples, even when he is physically 

absent. The ‘vine’ had been a picture of Israel bringing fruitfulness in a 

wilderness world (see Isaiah 5 & Psalm 80.8-11).  

 

Read 15:1-17 

1. Imagine how the tiny band of disciples would feel when Jesus was 
arrested. All of Israel’s powerful leaders, with the Romans 
supporting them are against him. Are they just a marginal sect. 
How would they feel?   How would Jesus teaching them that he is 
the vine make them feel?  

2. ‘Remaining’ comes up six times in 15.1-11. How is love the key to 
remaining? Look carefully at verse 7. Notice that we remain ‘in’ Jesus 
when his words remain in us.  

3. See how often fruit is mentioned - what things are fruit, that is - things 
that grow from our belonging to Jesus...? 

4. Read v9-14 There are three loves mentioned here - which is oldest, 
which comes next, which is last?  

5. From this passage - should Christians focus on loving other Christians 
or passing on the teaching of the apostles to the world around?  
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Read 15:18-27 

6. How did the world treat Jesus? (Cf. John 1.10, 5.16, 8.48, 8.59, 12.10)  

7. Watch http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3u_zJeEiOIA (Sonny Bill 
Williams playing against his old team Cantebury). Does this help 
explain the world’s hatred of Christians?   How realistic are our 
expectations of the normal Christian life? Are we surprised when 
hatred comes?  

8. Read 15.26-27 Does the Spirit help the apostles witness OR do the 
apostles get caught up in his work?  

Read 16:1-16 

9.  Why does Jesus teach them these things? (16.1-4)  

10. In 8-11 what three ways does the Spirit prove to people in the world 
that they are guilty? As we’ve read John’s gospel we’ve come to see 
Jesus more. Has this changed or deepened your understanding of sin, 
righteousness and judgement?   

11.  16.33 is the last thing Jesus says to all his disciples before the cross - 
how are they fitting final words to help them?  

12. Pray for non-Christian loved ones that the Spirit will bring deep heart 
conviction of their sin, Jesus’ righteousness, and the reality of 
judgement.  
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 A Prayer to 

Overcome the 

world                     

John 17 

1. What is something that you 
pray about a lot? Why? 

Read John 17 

2. What ‘time’ has come in verse 1? (see also 12.23-33)  

3.  Why does the Father give the Son all authority? (17.2)  

4. Read 4-5 Jesus ‘completes’ the work He came to do at the cross. Look 
at John 19.30 where the same word is translated ‘finished’. How do 
you think the cross brings the Father glory?  

5. Read 6-8 Why are Jesus’ words so important? How should Jesus’ 
words be treated by our church?  

6. Why does Jesus pray for the protection of his followers? (v11)  

7.  How will the Father protect them?  
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8. Will Christians escape the hostility of the world?  

9. How can knowledge of the Father’s protection help our emotions 
when we feel threatened?  

10. Jesus was the one ‘sent’ by the Father into the world. Now his 
followers are to be ‘sent’ (18). Our mission isn’t the same as his - you 
are not the only Son of the Father sent to die for sin and rise again - 
rather - we are to witness to this rescue mission of Jesus. From verse 
18 should we say that every Christian is a missionary - sent by Jesus 
into the world?  

11.  Read v17. To be sanctified means to be set apart. How does the word 
of God set Christians apart from the world for a mission? Where does 
our culture disagree with the message of the Bible. What should we do 
when tempted to compromise on these areas?  

12. Read v20. Who is Jesus now praying for?  

13.  From v21-23 what is Christian unity? Is it outward and religious or 
Jesus centred and bible based with unlikely people 

14.  How does Jesus continue to make the Father known? (v25-26)  
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 The Mis-trial of Jesus                     

John 18-19:16 

1. Have you ever been to court? Tell us 
about your experience of justice there? 

Read 18:1-11 

2. Read also Psalm 75.9 & Revelation 16.9 - what does it mean for the 
innocent Jesus to ‘drink the cup’ the Father has given him (18.11)  

3. How does Peter change from zealously being ready to die with Jesus 
one minute to denying him the next?  

4. Why does John alternate between the questioning of Jesus and Peter?  
What is the significance of the cock crowing? (see 13.38)  

5. Was Jesus surprised by Peter’s failure? Why will Peter be so much 
bolder before the Jerusalem authorities in Acts 2?  

6. The whole passage from 18.28 to 19.16 alternates between ‘outside 
and ‘inside’ the Praetorium. Can you see the seven different scenes?  

a. Scene 1: 
b. Scene 2: 
c. Scene 3: 
d. Scene 4: 
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e. Scene 5: 
f. Scene 6: 
g. Scene 7: 

Read v32.  

7. Why was it necessary for Jesus to die by crucifixion? (see 3.14 & 
12.32-34)  

8. What does Jesus testify to? (v37)  

9. What is the irony of Barabbas being released (19:15)?  

10. If Jesus really was ‘God among us’, why do you think he would die? 
How does that change the way you think about the character of God – 
what God is like? 



Page 42  CONNECT group: John Studies – Term Two and Three 2013

 Jesus: Dead and Buried                          

John 19:16-42 

1. How do you think the SMH might report 
on the death of Jesus if it happened today? 

Read 19:16-42 

2. How does Pilate’s sign ironically proclaim the gospel? (v19) 

3.  Read verses 23-24 which quote Psalm 22. Feel the terror of David in 
this Psalm. How are these feelings are fulfilled in Jesus? 

4. We can be numbed to the disgrace of the cross by seeing it in so much 
art. The reality however was horrific - for instance he was stripped 
naked to die a shameful death. How can this be the place of God’s 
glory?  

5. Read verses 28 & 29 again and then Psalm 69.21. Where else have we 
seen thirst in John’s gospel? What did he offer the thirsty then?  

6. What is wonderful about Jesus’ last words? What do they teach us 
about his death?  

7. What else needs to be added to what Jesus did on the cross to see us 
saved?  
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8. How might Exodus 12.46 help us understand the significance of Jesus’ 
bones not being broken? (v36)  

9. What change has taken place in the lives of Joseph & Nicodemus? (see 
Chapters 3.1-2, and 7.45-52) What can we learn from them?  

10. Is Jesus’ death important to you? Why/Why not? 
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 A story to 

make you 

believe                            

John 20 

Woody Allen: “Rather than live on in the hearts and minds of my fellow 

man, I would rather live on in my apartment.” 

 

Read John 20 

 

1. From John 20  how might you respond to the following: 

a. “People don’t rise from the dead - you can’t believe in 
resurrection in the 21st century” 

b. “Talk of resurrection is really a metaphorical way of 
describing the way Jesus ‘lived on’ in the hearts of his 
disciples” 

c. “I can’t know what happened to Jesus. I wasn’t there” 

d. “Even if Jesus was raised from the dead, I can’t see it has 
any relevance for me” 
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2. Why can Jesus now speak of ‘My Father and your Father, my God 
and your God’ (v17, 1.12-13) ? 

3. Should we blame Thomas for wanting evidence? (v24-31)  

Read 20:30-31 

4. Do you think John has achieved his goal? 

5. What is the place of ‘logical reasoning’ when discussing the 
truthfulness about Jesus’ claim to be the Christ, the Son of God? 
Does it seem to undermine the place of ‘faith’? 

6. Having read so much of John together, what do you now think of 
the claim that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God? (v30,31)   
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 Fish and Lamb                            

John 21 

This chapter gives a closing statement to 
the story, wrapping up some loose ends 
and talking about the future in light of 
Jesus.  

1. How does this chapter complete the story of Peter? (see 1.42, 6.68, 
13.6-10, 18.10, 15-27, 20.6-7) How does the jumping into the 
water (v7) sound typical of Peter?  

2. The ‘burning coals’ (v9) only come up here and at the High Priest’s 
Courtyard (18.18) - the writer seems to have cleverly pulled the 
threads of that story together into this scene. How would Peter have 
felt seeing Jesus again?  

3. Why is Peter hurt? (v17) What does Jesus then ask of Peter? What 
does this mean?  

4. Jesus used hints to show the kind of death he was going to die (12.33, 
18.32) - is he suggesting the same kind of thing for Peter? (v18-19)  

5. What is Jesus’ last words to Peter in verse 19? What were his first?  
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6. Given verse 25, how could you ever decide what to put in the Gospel?  

7. What have you learnt reading John’s gospel?  What were the major 
highlights for you? How has it changed/modified your view about 
Jesus? 
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Friends to Pray for 
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Questions I have 
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Prayer Points 
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Prayer Points 
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A Story To Make You 

Believe 

 

John’s Gospel 

Term 2 and 3 
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